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English III (11th grade) 
Ms. Erin Michener  2017-2018 

Email: erinmichener@mooreschools.com     School Phone: (405) 735-4830 
School Website: www.mooreschools.com/Domain/4118 

 
Course Description: English III is a year-long course which builds upon the language arts skills 
emphasized in English I and II.  Students will evaluate, interpret, and respond to a variety of texts in 
American literature, including fiction, non-fiction, poetry, drama, and film.  Students will continue to 
write for a variety of purposes and audiences, using the writing process to develop effective, coherent 
work (including two documented essays, one of which must be a research essay) wherein the student 
demonstrates command of the conventions of Standard English.  In order to succeed with the ACT 
examination, students will learn and practice test taking strategies pertaining to reading comprehension 
and Standard English usage.  The purpose of the eleventh grade curriculum is to enhance the students’ 
foundation in American literature, improve their ability to think critically, and improve their ability to 
communicate both oral and written ideas precisely. 
 
Supplies: 

❏ A spiral bound notebook; a three-ring binder with plenty of college-ruled, white notebook paper 
is okay as long as you are personally an organized individual. 

❏ Multiple pencils and black &/or blue pens.  
❏ Post-its and highlighters are recommended for annotations and studying purposes. 
❏ As WHS policy, students must have a visible ID and planner with them at all times. 

 
Expectations: 

❖ Be responsible.  Bring all supplies necessary for success and be in your seat and ready to work 
when the bell rings.  Turn all work in when it is due. 

❖ Be honest.  There is a zero tolerance for excuses, so save time and own up to your actions. 
❖ Be respectful.  Have respect for yourself, your peers, and your teacher.  You will hinder success 

by bringing in negative behavior.  Check it at the door because this is not the place.  It is okay to 
disagree. 

  
The Little Things: 

1) Cell phones and earbuds/headphones are only allowed and may only be visible when instructed 
by the teacher.  If this rule is broken, consequences will follow per the below Discipline Policy. 

2) Remain seated and working until dismissed by the teacher. 
3) Per school policy, no food is allowed at any time and water is permitted only in a designated 

water bottle. 
4) Students will need to have their ID and their own planner on them in order to leave the 

classroom. 
5) Please leave bathroom things (putting on perfume/cologne, deodorant, etc.) for the bathroom. 
6) Two tardies = one absence.  More than five minutes late to class (without a pass) is an automatic 

absence.  Only ten unexcused absences are allowed per semester.  Multiple tardies and absences 
not only affect your success, but may result in the teacher being prompted to follow 
consequences outlined in the below Discipline Policy. 
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Discipline Policy: 
1st offense: verbal warning 
2nd offense: conference with teacher 
3rd offense: Detention Assignment and parent contact 
4th offense: referral to office (intervention) and parent contact; additional consequence(s) is then decided 
upon 

**This Discipline Policy may be modified at the teacher’s discretion based on severity of offense 
and/or quantity of offenses.** 

 

Grading Scale: 

Writing = 20% 
Reading = 20% 
Listening & Speaking = 10% 
Language = 15% 
Projects & Assessments = 20% 
Semester Test = 15% 

90-100% = A  
80-89% = B 
70-79% = C 
60-69% = D 
59-0% = F 

 

It is my goal to have all assignments 
aligned to a specific standard (skill). 
Bigger assignments will be assessed 
using holistic or analytic rubrics  that 1

are designed specifically from the 
standard. 

 
Missing/Late Work: 
If you are absent, it is your responsibility to learn what was missed.  You have the amount of days you 
were absent for to make-up work.  If you are absent the day an assignment is due, it is still due upon 
arrival . . . except for essays and projects.  It is the English department’s policy that twenty percent will 
be deducted from essays turned in one day late; forty percent will be deducted from essays turned in two 
days late.  Essays will not be accepted more than two days late. 
  
Academic Integrity: 
Because of the importance of academic integrity, the course requires students and their parents or 
guardian to agree to the plagiarism policy called the “Honor Code.”  Students and parents are made 
aware that plagiarism is the use of the ideas or writings of another as one’s own and that such 
dishonorable conduct will result in a zero.  Students entering this course and their parents agree to abide 
by this policy by reading and signing the Honor Code Agreement.   
 
Extra Help & Contact: 
I am available after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays, though can probably be available on other days 
if asked ahead of time.  My school email, erinmichener@mooreschools.com, is an outstanding way to 
get in touch with me.  I also plan to establish a Remind 101 account and a Google Classroom site for 
each class period for other methods of communication (and instruction).  Information for these will be 
delivered ASAP. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1  See attachments for examples. 
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Units of Study: 
The following is a brief overview of the primary units of study as we work towards becoming college 
and career ready.  All will be supplemented with other standard practice in language, reading, and 
writing.  NOTE: This overview is subject to change at my discretion. 
 

Language of the Op-Ed Page This short unit examines nonfictional texts and how 
authors/individuals include ethical, logical, and 
emotional appeals to articulate their opinions in an 
argument.  Students construct their own opinion in a 
formal, business letter. 

Into the Wild This nonfictional novel is read with other short fiction 
and nonfiction pieces in order to pursue a better 
understanding of the book’s character in study, Chris 
McCandless, along with a better understanding of 
traditional themes and theories in American literature. 
Rhetorical analysis is included as we discuss the 
author’s decisions and credibility.  At the conclusion, 
students will conduct their own research to formulate 
an educated opinion on the controversy around 
McCandless. 

The Crucible This 20th century play is examined as a way to study 
themes in literature, history, and society.  This is 
examined as a piece of literature, an argument, and a 
visual performance.  Finally, students write an 
argument for or against the validity of an 
interpretation in a comparison essay. 

Multi-Genre Research This research project will be centered around students’ 
chosen career path or another topic, but it prompts 
students to extensively research while creating 
artifacts (texts) that are categorized into different 
genres.  Presentation is a significant element. 
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Attachment 1 = Analytical Rubric 
 

Comparing an Interpretation to the Original - Movie Review 
This rubric is based off of three Oklahoma Academic Standards for English Language Arts and is being used with scoring an 
argumentative essay that compares an interpretation to an original piece of work. 
 

Criteria Advanced - 4 Proficient - 3 Progressing - 2 Beginning -1 

11.3.W.4  Students 
will (1) introduce 
precise claims 

There is a clear and 
precise thesis 
statement that is 
exceptionally 
articulated. 

There is a clear, 
precise thesis 
statement. 

There is a thesis 
statement but it may 
be wordy or 
awkward. 

There is no thesis 
statement. 

11.3.W.4  Students 
will [. . .] (2) 
distinguish them from 
alternate or opposing 
claims 

The student’s own 
claims and points are 
exceptionally 
articulated so that 
counterarguments 
and/or opposing 
opinions are 
thoroughly addressed. 

The student’s own 
claims and points are 
clear and the 
counterarguments 
and/or opposing 
opinions are clearly 
addressed. 

The student’s own 
claims and points are 
not very clear and/or 
the counterarguments 
or opposing opinions 
are not clearly 
addressed. 

The student’s own 
claims and points are 
not clear and the 
counterarguments or 
opposing opinions are 
not addressed. 

11.3.W.4  Students 
will [. . .] (3) organize 
claims, 
counterclaims, and 
evidence in a way 
that provides a logical 
sequence for the 
entire argument 

The argument is 
logically and 
effectively structured 
so that the audience is 
able to follow along 
and accept the 
argument’s points.. 

The argument is 
logically structured so 
that the audience is 
able to follow along. 

There is an attempt to 
logically structure the 
argument, but there 
are either flaws in its 
structure or the 
structure is awkward.. 

There is no apparent 
structure to the 
argument. 

11.3.W.4  Students 
will [. . .] (4) provide 
the most relevant 
evidences to develop 
balanced arguments, 
using credible sources 

The evidence 
provided is relevant 
and logical and is 
developed enough to 
not only support the 
points, but to provide 
a thorough analysis of 
the topic.. 

The evidence 
provided is relevant 
and logical and is 
developed enough to 
support the points. 

The evidence 
provided may be 
relevant and/or 
logical, but is not 
developed enough to 
support the points. 

The evidence 
provided is not 
relevant nor logical 
and/or is not 
sufficiently developed 
to support the points. 

11.3.W.5  Students 
will use words, 
phrases, clauses, and 
varied syntax to 
connect all parts of 
the argument and 
create cohesion  

Words and phrases 
are effectively and 
logically used to 
connect all parts of 
the argument and to 
create a sophisticated 
cohesion. 

Words and phrases 
are used to logically 
connect all parts of 
the argument and to 
create cohesion.  
 

An attempt to 
logically connect all 
of the argument is 
made but there are 
either errors in the 
selected syntax and/or 
the syntax is 
awkward. 

Words and phrases do 
not logically connect 
all parts of the essay. 

11.3.W.5  [. . .] 
include a conclusion 
that follows logically 
from the information 

The argument’s 
conclusion is a logical 
ending to the 
argument as it 

The argument’s 
conclusion is a logical 
ending to the 
argument, and is 

The argument 
contains a conclusion 
but is presented either 
illogically and/or the 

The essay has no 
sufficient conclusion. 
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presented and 
supports the argument 

reiterates the main 
point(s) without 
redundancy and 
suggests or introduces 
a final 
thought/point/idea 
that leaves a lasting 
impression. 

logically presented, as 
it reiterates the main 
point(s) without 
redundancy. 

content is illogical. 
 

11.5.W.1  Students 
will write using 
correct mechanics. 

There are no 
mechanical errors. 

The essay may have 
some mechanical 
errors but they do not 
hinder a reader’s 
comprehension. 

The essay contains 
some mechanical 
errors that hinder 
comprehension. 

The essay contains 
several mechanical 
errors that hinder 
comprehension. 

11.6W.4  Students 
will integrate into 
their own writing 
quotes, paraphrases, 
and summaries of 
findings following an 
appropriate citation 
style (e.g., MLA) and 
avoiding plagiarism. 

Evidence is correctly 
cited and the paper is 
correctly formatted 
according to MLA 
rules. 

There is a clear effort 
to correctly cite 
evidence (whether 
through a direct quote 
or paraphrase) and to 
correctly format the 
paper according to 
MLA rules. 

There are major 
errors with citing 
evidence or there are 
major errors with 
formatting the paper. 

There is no attempt to 
correctly cite 
evidence and/or 
correctly format the 
paper according to 
MLA rules. 

 

Attachment 2 = Holistic Rubric 
 

11.7.W.2  Students will construct engaging visual and/or multimedia presentations using a variety of media forms to 
enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence for diverse audiences. 

Advanced (90-100) Proficient (89-80) Progressing (79-70) Beginning (69-50) 

Fulfills all criteria for 
Proficient but elaborates or 
expands understanding in 
such a way that a distinct 
interpretation or opinion of 
the topic is made. 

● Constructed an 
engaging visual 
and/or multimedia 
project. 

 
● Project 

demonstrates an 
understanding of 
the topic by 
providing findings, 
reasoning and 
evidence. 

 
● Presentation, and 

the project, 
enhances the 
audience’s 
understanding with 
the findings, 
reasoning, and 
evidence. 

Two criteria of Proficient is 
fulfilled.  

One criteria of Proficient is 
fulfilled. 
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